
Senator Dianne Feinstein

11111 Santa Monica Blvd., Suite 915 
Los Angeles, CA 90025

Dear Senator Feinstein:

I am writing to express our profound concern for the children at the border, rooted in our deep spiritual 
conviction that every one of these children is made in God’s image and is part of God’s family.  They are 
our children in God’s eyes and we are called to treat them with the same respect and care that we would 
treat native-born children. 

The Southwest California Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America is a companion synod 
with the Lutheran Church of El Salvador.  Through that relationship, we know children and their families 
who are affected by organized crime in Central America.  We believe that the majority of the children 
seeking refuge in the United States have legitimate asylum claims.

We also believe that providing support for current international efforts to improve security and increase 
economic development in the region will help to resolve this crisis.

In the meantime, we ask that you would continue, and even strengthen, the protections for children from 
Central America seeking asylum contained in the William Wilberforce Trafficking Victims Protection 
Reauthorization Act (TVPRA).  We are appalled by the recent legislation passed in the House that would 
strip children of these protections, setting up the impossible goal of building an asylum case in seven 
days.  We join our national church (the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America)’s Lutheran Immigration 
and Refugee Resettlement organization in asking you to do all that is in your power to:

 Maintain critical protections for children, including all legal avenues for immigration relief 
and crucial safeguards established in the bipartisan Trafficking Victims Protection 
Reauthorization Act of 2008;

 Ensure adequate funding for the Office of Refugee Resettlement, the government 
agency serving unaccompanied children and resettled refugees, as well as other vulnerable 
populations;

 Reject the use of family detention and expand the use of alternatives to detention, 
including community-based models, that are more humane, cost-effective, and effective at 
meeting the goals of immigration detention; and

 Ensure access to legal protection is available to all migrants and refugees, especially 
children, including legal representation and Legal Orientation Programs (LOP).

We will continue to pray for you and to check in with you about how we can together achieve these goals.

Blessings,
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